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History of LotusScript

• A Clone of VisualBasic 3.0
• Released in 1994

3#engageug



And Since . . . 

• HTTPRequest
• A Few New Objects
• Array
• Fulltrim
• Booleans
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But Visual Basic has Moved On as a Language

• Try / Catch / Finally
• Byte, Char, Date, Dec
• Asynchronous Processes
• Multithreading
• Modules, Operators, Delegates
• Enums, Abstracts
• Static Methods
• Initializers
• Default Arguments
• And . . . . 

5#engageug



The Challenge with LotusScript

• Virtually No Training Material Remaining
• Obsolete Coding Patterns
• Lack of Skills and Engineers
• Lacking in Modern Programming Features
• Poor IDE
• No Multithreading
• Expensive
• Hard to Debug
• Non-Portable Code
• Few Commercial and Open Source Libraries
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The Solution?
TypeScript
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Typescript

• Superset of JavaScript
• Adds New Features without 

Changing JavaScript
• Use Future ES Now
• Strong Static Typing
• Transpiler
• Catch Erros at Compile Time 

Instead of Runtime
• Better Tooling
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Parses languages

• ~28 years old (Feb ‘92)
• 4th generation (built on 3rd generation)

From a formal language description called a grammar, 
ANTLR generates a parser for that language that can 
automatically build parse trees… ANTLR automatically 
generates tree walkers that you can use to visit the nodes 
of those trees to execute application specific code.
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Show translations of the help doc

• Syntax is moving along
• Tests can qualify progress
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Tests are cool, but how does this get used?
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Projects Keep
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Questions & discussion
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